
Greetings, I am excited and privileged to serve as the Ohio Chapter President for 2008-2009. I want to 

thank all those who have previously served this chapter, especially our Past Presidents, most recently 

Jamie Houseman. A special thanks to Jim Farley for chairing the national meeting that was held in  

Covington, Kentucky this past May. We had a record turnout of Chapter members attending this event 

that was instrumental in the successful outcome of the Convocation. We are in the planning stages to 

hold an Annual District Meeting with the Ohio, West Virginia, Indiana, Kentucky and Michigan Chapters 

of ACHCA at the Grand Victoria Casino in Rising Sun, Indiana (30 minutes from Cincinnati) scheduled 

for March 10-12, 2009. Keep in mind and on your schedule also the National Convocation will be held 

in Providence, Rhode Island, May 15-19, 2009. 

  
With the gracious support of Harvey McIvor, Secure Care, the Ohio Chapter hosted the Annual  

Melting Pot Event, in honor of Past President and friend, Rich Fratianne, who passed away a couple of 

years ago. The event attracted over 20 members to Marblehead, Ohio for a ferry ride and dinner at 

Kelly’s Island, followed by a live auction of various theme baskets and gift cards. The auction raised over 

$6000. The event also included a CEU workshop on Medicare presented by Kelton Schwartz from 

Plante and Moran. Thanks to all of you who participated in one way or another to make this a truly 

“FUN” time. 

  

Our state chapter and national membership continues to grow. The number of members in Ohio has 

passed the 200 mark again and the national membership growth was an increase of 27% from a year 

ago. Remember to renew your membership timely and get involved! Our association is active and needs 

the input of all members to continue to grow. Our strategies simply are increasing membership, im-

proving our financial position and offering quality education programs for Administrators. In Ohio we 

add a lot of fun and networking to everything we do, so you are missing out if you don’t take advantage. 

I have included our Chapter Strategic Plan for 2008-2009 and stand ready to support you, our profes-

sion and the only professional organization that serves long term care and assisted living administrators. 

You can reach me at 937-439-7121 or dressmant@stleonard.net.  Thank you for allowing me to serve! 

 

Catch the Passion!!! 

Message from the President 

Treasurer Report 

Ending Balance $5,087.22  

Outstanding Items $1388.50 

Available funds   $3698.72 

Memorial Fund for Rich Fratianne  

Balance  $3980.50 
 

Greg Nijak, NHA 

Treasurer, ACHCA, Ohio Chapter 
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Kendra Couch, NHA at Mercy West Park 

in Cincinnati, received the  

outstanding NHA award at the national 

meeting in Covington, Kentucky May 2008  

mailto:dressmant@stleonard.net


Brenda has been in long term care most of her      

working life, and has been a licensed Administrator  

since 1994. She joined the College as a student and has 

been active every since - serving both in Indiana and 

Ohio. Although she values the Nursing Home Associa-

tion, “it is through the College that I receive the type of 

camaraderie and support for my professional career 

that makes the difference for me” she says.    Brenda is 

currently the Administrator for Covington Care Center 

in Covington, Ohio and was awarded fellowship status 

with ACHCA. 

Meet the Officers 

Vice President Brenda Lewis 

President Elect Jerome Demmings 

Jerome Demmings is a graduate of Bowling Green State University with a Bachelor’s of 

Science in Gerontology. Jerome spent time volunteering in senior centers while also de-

livering, “Meals on Wheels” as an undergraduate in Wood County. Jerome was licensed 

as a Nursing Home Administrator after completing an AIT at the Franciscan at St. Leo-

nard’s CCRC in Centerville, Ohio. Since 2005 Jerome Demmings has served as the    

administrator of Crestview Manor a 102 bed skilled nursing facility in Dayton, Ohio.  

Jerome joined the College in 2002 as a student member prior to being licensed. From 

there, Jerome has taken on various duties such as working with the Exhibitor and Spon-

sorship committee for recent state and national convocations while also serving on the 

Ohio chapter Board of Officer’s. 

òit is through 

the College that I 

receive the type of 

camaraderie and 

support for my 

professional career 

that makes the 

difference for meó   

- Brenda Lewis, 

LNHA, MSM, 

FACHCA, CDP 
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Tim Dressman has over 25 years of health and housing experience in 

managerial, clinical and operational areas of acute and long term 

care, most recently as Executive Director, St. Leonard, Centerville, 

Ohio. St. Leonard is a 240 acre CCRC consisting of 250 cottages/

garden homes, 83 independent apartments, 74 JCAHO accredited 

assisted care apartments, 43 congregate care units, a 120 bed 

JCAHO accredited Medicare/Medicaid nursing facility and a 100 unit 

tax credit housing development. 

Tim is a Fellow of the American College of Health Care Administrators, a Certified Nursing 

Home Administrator, Certified Assisted Living Administrator, and a Certified Aging Services 

Professional. He is a member of the Board of Directors of ACHCA and also currently    

serving as the President for the Ohio Chapter of ACHCA. 

President Tim Dressman 

Jamie Houseman, Past 

President presents Mark 

Ostendorf with the   

Distinguished Service 

Award from the Ohio 

Chapter May 2008 for his 

seven years serving on 

the Ohio Chapter Board 

of Directors. 



Greg Nijak has worked in Long term care for 20 years and has been an administrator for 10 of those years.   He 

currently is the Administrator at Patriot Ridge Community, part of the United Church Homes, in Fairborn, Ohio.  

Greg graduated from Wright State University with a BS in Business, with an emphasis in accounting and started 

his career as a Business Office Manager.  He then was promoted to a regional accountant for HCR-ManorCare.  

Greg is currently the Treasurer for the Ohio Chapter of ACHCA and was awarded the Distinguished Administra-

tor of Year in 2006.    

Jamie Housman, earned a BS in Sports Medicine from Wilmington College and a Mas-

ters in Health Services Administration from Xavier University.  She has been em-

ployed with Catholic Healthcare Partners since 1998 and is currently the Administra-

tor of Oakwood Village in Springfield.  Jamie was honored with the New Administra-

tor award in 2001 from ACHCA.   

Greg Nijak  Treasurer  

Past President Jamie Houseman  

Secretary Kendra Couch  

Kendra Couch  received a Bachelor’s Degree from Ohio University and became an 

administrator in 1998.  She joined Mercy Health Partners in 2001 and now is the Ex-

ecutive Director at Mercy Franciscan West Park in Cincinnati.  Kendra was awarded 

the New Administrator of the year in 2003 and the Distinguished Administrator of 

the Year in 2007 from the Ohio Chapter of the ACHCA.  She was also recognized as 

a Cincinnati Business Courier Health Care Hero in 2008.   
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Larry Slatky, Chair, ACHCA National Board swears in the 

Ohio Chapter Officers for 2008-2009 from right  

Kendra Couch, Mercy West Park, Cincinnati;  

Brenda Lewis Covington Care Center, Covington;  

Jerome Demmings, Crestview Manor, Dayton  

and Tim Dressman, St. Leonard, Centerville.  

Jerome Demmings       

presents Harvey Mclvor 

from Secure Care the  

outstanding vendor award 

for 2008  



Date:  August 26, 2008 
Present: Tim Dressman, Troy Hutchinson, Jamie Houseman, Bill Wexler, Jerome Demmings, Danisha Johnson, Wes Ramsey, Casey 
 King, Dan Suer, Kendra Couch 
 

Committee Reports 
Annual Meeting:   

¶ Troy and Stephanie will co-chair.  Currently looking for venue and theme. 

¶ Grand Victory Casino in IN is current option.  Room rates are $79  Looking at Monday and Tuesday or Thursday and Friday.  
Weekly rates are best option. 

¶ Tim offered PA to attend annual meeting. 

¶ Need to determine preliminary numbers and interest. 

¶ Annual Meeting conference call scheduled for Sept. 4th @ 3pm 
 

Education: 

¶ Rich Fratianne Melting Pot Fundraiser and Regional Education Program – Marblehead - Sept. 24th & 25th. 

¶ Sponsored by Harvey MacIvor – Secure Care Systems. 

¶ Plante & Moran providing education (3CEUs) – “Taking Clues from Benchmarks and Clinical Indicators for Medicare Opera-
tions” 

¶ Need more people involved.  Currently have 10 members and 6 spouses registered. 
 

Student Membership: 

¶ 51 students at Core reception.  Greg Nijak presented. 

¶ Oct. 2nd – AIT review in Columbus.  $76 for students and will include membership. 

¶ Let Tim know if you are interested in presenting at school/university:  OU, Bowling Green, Xavier, Kent, etc.  Tim will provide 
Power Point presentation.  

 

Membership: 

¶ 176 current members – this is a slight increase. 

¶ National has also seen an increase in past year. 

¶ Jim Farley will sit on National Membership committee. 
 

Awards: 

¶ Brenda Lewis is currently working on this. 

¶ Looking to have student teamed with member to help and get involved. 
 

Exhibits/Sponsorships: 

¶ Jerome, Matt Wine and Dan Suer to work and participate on committee. 

¶ Jerome is working with Diabetic Solutions who would like to help rejuvenate College. 

¶ Medline and ACHCA-OH to co-sponsor cocktail reception the first night of Ohio Health Care.  Nov. 10th & 11th at Hilton 
Easton. 

 

Finance 

¶ Greg Nijak not on call. 

¶ Tim reported that we currently have $1600 in Chapter Fund. National not able to give us a share of the national meeting reve-
nues at this time, which is where most of our cash went to.  

 

2008-2009 Strategic Plan:  

¶ Tim reported very positive feedback on College Strategic Plan.  Everything seems doable. 

¶ College is actively working on building new partnerships. 
 

National Update 

¶ Update on National outstanding dues - $216,000 

¶ ’09 FY 1st green budget due to cost crunching.  National has 3.5 FT staff in National office. 

¶ Membership growing.  70% retention rate. 

¶ To continue growth, need good annual meetings. 

¶ Academy of LTC Leadership – discussion of paying debt, clearing books. 

¶ National asking State Chapters to excuse bad debt.  Tim has not stepped up – we will discuss at later time. 

¶ Winter Market Place – December 12th – 14th in Vegas 

¶ 2009 Annual Convocation – May 15th – 19th in RI 

¶ Vote to change By-Laws – move to annual year as opposed to fiscal year. 
 

Other  

¶ Decision made to hold monthly conference calls 4th Tuesday of every month @ 2pm.  
 

Meeting Adjourned:  2:40pm 

 

ACHCA Ohio Chapter Meeting Minutes 
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Date:  October 28, 2008 
Meeting began at 2:00pm 
Present: Tim Dressman, Jamie Houseman, Jim Snyder, Melanie Hankinson, Kelly Clark, Casey King, Greg Nijak, Stephanie Kilkenny, 
 Danisha Johnson, Matt Wine, Kendra Couch 
Minutes:  Minutes from the August 28, 2008 were approved 
 

Treasurers Report 

¶ Greg Nijak submitted updated Treasurer’s Report, which was emailed to members. 

¶ Phil McConnell Fund – approximately $70,000 

¶ Rich Fratianne Memorial Fund – $3,980.50 

¶ Balance beginning of May = $10,000 

¶ Balance as of June 2nd, after National Convocation = $3,350.19 

¶ Ending Balance in bank on 10/28/08 = $5,087.22 

¶ Outstanding Items = (1,388.50) 

¶ Grand Total = $3,698.72  
 

Committee Reports 
Annual Meeting: 

¶ Meeting dates are the first Thursday of each month. 

¶ The 2009 meeting will be a District meeting, including OH, WV, KY, IN, MI, PA 

¶ Will be held at the Grand Victoria Casino, March 10th-12th 2009. 

¶ 120 rooms are currently reserved for meeting.  $79 room rate  

¶ Theme will be “Play Your Cards Right with Leadership” 

¶ Committee is looking at group of vendors who have supported meeting in past and also hoping to work with representatives 
from surrounding states to draw vendors. 

¶ Committee will determine if a golf outing will be held during meeting. 
 

Education: 

¶ Thanks to Casey King for her work. 

¶ OHCA, Nov. 11th and 12th.  Night of the 11th, Medline sponsored cocktail hour.  Time will probably be 5:30p, after last session. 

¶ We need plenty of people to attend.  20 OH members confirmed. 

¶ College literature will be available to those who attend as part of recruitment. 

¶ 2 drinks will be provided. 
 
Student Membership: 

¶ AIT/Federal Exam Review held Oct. 3rd @ Willowbrook Christian Home.  27 attendees with 18 applications for new members. 

¶ Dan Suer and Larry Harris both provided assistance. 

¶ Total Net - $350 
 

Membership: 

¶ Membership is up 20% 

¶ 81% Retention Rate; 49 new members nationally; 31 students; 43 seniors/retired 

¶ Total National Membership – 2,200 

¶ Total Ohio Membership – 200, not including new students. 

¶ National – 90% of budgeted revenue from membership. 

¶ Encouraging everyone to attend Vegas, Winter Marketplace – Dec. 10th – 12th. 

¶ 2009 National Convocation is May 15th – 19th in Providence, RI.  Need to encourage attendance and get in budget.  We will be 
sending 2 students 

 

OHCA/ACHCA Fall Conference:  

¶ This is Nov. 11th – 12th at the Hilton Easton.  CEUs available.  Please stop by cocktail party on Tuesday evening at Hilton – even if 
not attending.  Sponsored by Medline. 

 

National Update:  

¶ Green Budget – 1st year for National 
 

Other:  

¶ Day and time still good for meeting/conference call – last Tuesday of month.  Next meeting 11/25 @ 2pm 

¶ Melanie with Functional Pathways will be taking over chapter newsletter.  Information needs to be to Melanie by the 15th of each 
month.  

 
Meeting Adjourned:  2:30pm 
 

ACHCA Ohio Chapter Meeting Minutes  
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Strategic Plan  FY 2008ð 2009 
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Goal Strategy Target Date Tactic 

1.  Create financial viability 

for OH-ACHCA 

Host Annual Meeting Mar-09 Hold joint annual district 

meeting with OH, MI, KY, IN, 

PA, WV 

  Increase membership by 25 

members (14%) by 05/31/09 

Sep-2008, Feb-2009,  

Sep-2009 

Conduct 2 AIT Reviews    

annually 

    May-09 Make 3 college visits 

  Identify sponsor for website 

and newsletter 

Jan-09   

  Increase proceeds from 

fundraising events by 20% by 

5/31/09 

Sep-2008, Sep-2009 Coordinate Melting Pot Event 

2.  Implement quality  pro-

grams and services strategy 

Develop 2 regional educa-

tion programs by May 2009 

Sep-2008, Jun-2009 Coordinate CEU programs in 

NW and NE Ohio 

  Maintain and update website May-09 Identify student member or 

student chapter responsibility 

  Quarterly newsletter Dec-2008, March-2009, 

Jun-2009, Sep-2009 

Identify student member or 

student chapter responsibility 

  One-stop contact for    

chapter information 

Jan-09 Explore feasibility of         

permanent address and phone 

number 

3.  Enhance member        

satisfaction 

Conduct annual member 

survey and follow up action 

plan by Feb. 2009 

Feb-09 Present findings at annual 

meeting 

  Award and recognize mem-

bers 

Mar-09 Establish and formalize annual 

awards program 

4.  Promote external position 

of OH-ACHCA as a premier 

LTC professional member-

ship association 

Explore state and organiza-

tional partnerships 

May-09 Joint sponsored meetings with 

OHCA and AOPHA 

  Develop affinity partnerships 

that benefit members and 

business partners 

May-09 Develop Vendor Committee 

to support chapter activities 

and planning 

5. Bylaws structure Review bylaws for accuracy May-09 Identify attorney to chair  

Bylaws Committee 

  Renew nominating commit-

tee and process 

May-09 Identify new committee mem-

bers and formalize process 



Winter Marketplace 

The American College of Health Care Administrators (ACHCA) will host its 15th Annual 

Winter Marketplace at the Planet Hollywood Resort, Las Vegas, Nevada from December 12-

14, 2008. This year’s theme is Advancing Leadership Excellence in Health Services Administra-

tion. Earn up to 15 CE credits in a relaxed environment for learning, networking and recreation. Winter Marketplace 

will feature several certificate programs, timely themed tracks, and stand-alone sessions from which to choose.  

District Meeting 

The District meeting òPlaying your cards right with Leadershipó will be held on March 10-12, 2009 at Grand Victoria Ca-

sino and Resort in Indiana.  Room rates are $79.00 a night.  This will be a joint district conference with Michigan, Ken-

tucky, Indiana, Pennsylvania and West Virginia and is sure to be a big hit.  Stayed tuned additional information will be 

arriving via email over the next few weeks.  

Annual Convocation  

ACHCA Annual Convocation and Exposition will be held on May 15-19, 2009 in Providence, Rhode Island.  Registra-

tion opens in January, 2009.  Email Katleen to receive event notifications kbgallagher@achca.org.  Vendors interested 

in exhibit or sponsorship opportunities should contact CC for more information - andrews@achca.org (440) 846-3609  

Upcoming Events 
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Long Term Care Conference  

Thanks to all the members who attended the 2008 Fall LTC Administrators Conference in 

Easton in November.   This was sponsored by ACHCA-OH  and OHCA.  A big thanks to 

Medline for helping sponsor the cocktail reception afterwards.   

If you plan to attend next year’s Fall Conference, scheduled for October 28 & 29, 2009 at 

the Hilton Easton, you can book your hotel room now.  To make a reservation, call the  

hotel directly at 614-414-5000 and ask for reservations.  The group rate is $179.  The group 

code is HCA for October 27 & 28, 2009.  For directions or additional information, please 

visit the hotel’s website at www.hiltoncolumbus.com 

Victoria Pavel, VPO Jilltin 

Management Group and Eric 

Valuckas, NHA at Founda-

tion Park in Toledo enjoying 

the Melting Pot event this 

past summer.  

Jim Farley, President of Nursing Care   

Management at the Melting Pot      

fundraiser in Marblehead.   

Call for Award Nominations 

Nominate an individual you think is making a difference in our field for an 

ACHCA-OH chapter Award!  Award winners will be recognized at the District 

meeting, March 10-12 2009 at Grand Victoria Casino in Indiana  

Categories include: 

¶ Distinguished Service Award 

¶ New Administrator Award 

¶ Vendor of the Year Award 

¶ Phil McConnell Scholarship Award (will be presented at the district and   

National meeting) 
 

Deadline for submission is January 31, 2009 

Submit your application via fax, mail or email to: 

Brenda Lewis, Vice-President  

Ohio Chapter ACHCA 

Covington Care Center 

75 Mote Drive 

Covington, OH 45318 

bl@covingtoncarecenter.com 

937-473-2075(B) 

937-473-2963(F) 

http://www.hiltoncolumbus.com
mailto:bl@covingtoncarecenter.com


 

 

Phil McConnell Scholarships Announced 
 

We believe that the quality of care and life in a nursing center begins with the Administrator’s quality of education. 

Therefore, the Ohio Chapter invites you to apply for the Phil McConnell Scholarship. Two individuals will be selected 

for scholarships. The recipients of this award will receive up to $1500.00 towards one full conference registration, 

travel and lodging to the ACHCA National Meeting, this year being held in Providence, RI from May 15-19, 2009. 

 

This scholarship is being generously donated from the Phil McConnell Scholarship Fund in memory of Phil McConnell, a 

past president of the Ohio Chapter who devoted his life to the advancement of long term care administration and the 

efforts of ACHCA. 

 

Nomination Criteria: 

 

1. Enrolled in or recently graduated from a Nursing Home Administrator AIT program or enrolled in a recognized 

university/college training program for nursing home administrators; 

2. Current member of ACHCA (for student membership, download an application from www.achca.org and return it 

with your scholarship application); 

3. Recipients must attend the ACHCA National Meeting May 15-19, 2009 in Providence, Rhode Island, to have his/

her award announced. Recipient will be notified by January 31, 2009 so he/she can plan on attending; 

4. Submit the following as an application for consideration: 

¶   Current resume or curriculum vitae; 

¶   Two letters of nomination/recommendation (if enrolled in an AIT program, one must be from your preceptor,   

 or, if a student, one must be from your advisor/professor; and  

¶     A one page paper describing your intentions for your future in long term care administration (i.e. your goals,   

 what drives you to excel, what you believe your contributions will be to the profession, etc.) 

 

Deadline for submission is January 15, 2009. 

 

Submit your application via fax, mail or email to: 

 

Brenda Lewis 

Vice-President 

Ohio Chapter ACHCA 

Covington Care Center 

75 Mote Drive 

Covington, OH 45318 

bl@covingtoncarecenter.com 

937-473-2075(B) 

937-473-2963(F) 
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8100 Clyo Rd 

Centerville, OH 45458 

www.achca.org 

www.achca-oh.org 
 

AMERICAN 

COLLEGE OF 

HEALTH CARE 

ADMINISTRATORS 

FINANCE  

Greg Nijak…………………..937-878-0262 

Email…………………….gnijak@uchinc.org 
 
MEMBERSHIP/ STUDENT          

MEMBERSHIP  

Tim Dressman……………….937-439-7120 

Email……………..dressman@stleonard.net 
 

Greg Nijak…………………...937-878-0262 

Email…………………….gnijak@uchinc.org 
 

NEWSLETTER  

Kendra Couch……………….513-347-8235 

Email….…….kacouch@health-partners.org 
 

Melanie Hankinson…………..724-866-7982 

Email…………...mhankinson@fprehab.com 
 

NOMINATING  

Jamie Houseman…………….513-867-6930 

Email…….JHouseman@health-partners.org 
 

WEBSITE  

Brenda Lewis………………...937-473-2075 

Email………...bl@covingtoncarecenter.com 
 

Erin Montag Niece   

Email……………emontagniese@hcmg.com 

 
 

   

AWARDS RECOGNITIONS & 

SCHOLARSHIP   

Brenda Lewis………………...937-473-2075 

Email………...bl@covingtoncarecenter.com 
 

Courtney Reese          

Email………………….cr258406@ohio.edu 
 

BYLAWS  

Tim Dressman……………….937-439-7120 

Email……………..dressman@stleonard.net 
 

CONVOCATION  

Kendra Couch……………….513-347-8235 

Email………..kacouch@health-partners.org 
 

Troy Hutchinson…………….937-436-6340 

Email…………..hutchinsont@stleonard.net 
 

Stephanie Kilkenney………...614-252-4987 

Email………………….skilkenny@lssco.org 
 

EDUCATION  

Jamie Houseman…………….513-867-6930 

Email…….JHouseman@health-partners.org 
 

Casey King…………………...419-756-4747 

Email…….casey@leveringmanagement.com 
 

EXHIBITOR, SPONSORSHIP &    

ADVERTISING 

Jerome Demmings…………...937-426-5033 

   jerome.demmings@crestview-manor.com 
 

Dan Suer……………………..513-574-4550 

Email…………………….danseur@fuse.net 

Committee Information 

Page 8 

Mission  

Statement: 

ACHCA is a  

membership  

organization whose 

purpose is to  

enable its members 

to achieve and 

maintain the highest 

level of professional  

competency in long 

term care  

administration  

Happy Holidays from the Ohio  

Chapter of ACHCA  


